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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Pursuant to subsection 30(1) of the Nuclear Safety and Control Act (NSCA) Canadian Nuclear 

Safety Commission (CNSC) staff conducted an inspection at the SRB Technologies (Canada) 

Inc. (SRBT) facility from October 22 to October 23, 2024. The purpose of this inspection was 

to provide an overall assessment of compliance with specific clauses of the NSCA and its 

Regulations, the operating licence NSPFL-13.00/2034 and its associated Licence Conditions 

Handbook (LCH), as well as SRBT’s programs and procedures. 

The inspection scope focused on the Radiation Protection safety and control area, specifically 

the implementation of SRBT’s Radiation Protection program. 

CNSC inspectors’ preliminary inspection facts and findings were discussed with licensee staff. 

A Preliminary Inspection Facts and Findings Report was tabled during the closing meeting held 

on October 23, 2024. 

The inspection team found areas of non-compliance, and therefore one (1) notice of non-

compliance has been raised for SRBT to address. The identified non-compliance is of low 

safety significance and do not pose an immediate or unreasonable risk to the health and safety 

of persons or to the environment, but improvements are nonetheless required to address the 

identified issue. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

An inspection at the SRB Technologies (Canada) Inc. (SRBT) was conducted from October 22 

to October 23 2024.  

The licensee was assessed against provisions of the Nuclear Safety and Control Act (NSCA) and 

its associated regulations, the conditions of the licence NSPFL-13.00/2034 [1] and the Licence 

Conditions Handbook (LCH) for SRBT [2], as well as applicable facility-specific and 

programmatic governing documentation. 

Criteria for this inspection were derived directly from the set of documents described in the 

notification letter [3] and compiled into a Compliance Matrix (See APPENDIX C:), which had 

been provided to SRB Technologies staff prior to the inspection. Observations, interviews, 

records review, and collection of samples were undertaken to assess compliance with regulatory 

expectations. 

This report documents the findings and conclusions of the inspection, along with any 

enforcement actions or recommendations arising from the inspection. The results of this 

inspection activity will form part of CNSC staff’s evaluation of the licensee’s performance.  

  

2. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

The purpose of the inspection was to verify SRBT’s processes and performances related to the 

Safety and Control Area (SCA) of Radiation Protection as per the NSCA, its associated 

regulations, SRBT’s operating licence NSPFOL-13.00/2034, and the Licence Conditions 

Handbook (LCH). 

The inspection scope focused on the Radiation Protection SCA, specifically the implementation 

of SRBT’s Radiation Protection program. 

3. DESCRIPTION OF INSPECTION METHODS 

The NSCA, Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) regulations, NSPFL-13.00/2034 

licence conditions, and governing documents were reviewed as part of the preparation for the 

inspection. Various items were selected for verification and compiled into a Compliance Matrix. 

The inspection also included field observations and information provided by licensee staff. 

Any number of the following method(s) of assessment were used during the inspection: 

A. Documentation and record review 

• Records were verified to be maintained as required by many of the outlined 

criteria, and a review of selected documents was performed to ensure their 

accuracy and completeness. 
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B. Visual assessment and verification 

• A physical inspection of the facility with licensee staff was conducted. 

Observations based on identified compliance criteria were made for verification 

purposes. 

C. Interviews and discussions with licensee staff 

• Interviews and discussions with various licensee staff were conducted during the 

inspection. Questions were posed based on compliance criteria and responses 

documented for verification purposes.  

D. Sampling, testing, and measurements 

• Samples, tests, or measurements of radiation or potential contamination were 

collected during the inspection. Analysis of these measurements is based on 

current regulatory expectations and compliance criteria.  

Selected documentation and records were reviewed during the field verification component of 

the inspection. These were reviewed in order to determine whether the various records associated 

with the areas of the inspection are in compliance with associated regulatory and programmatic 

requirements. 

As per the CNSC process, at the conclusion of the field verification portion of the inspection, a 

Preliminary Inspection Facts and Findings Report was provided to SRBT representatives [4]. 

This report was provided for purposes of outlining observations made by the inspection team at 

an overall level, based on a preliminary review of the criteria set identified in the Compliance 

Matrix and observations made.   

 

4. INSPECTION RESULTS 

The following finding(s) and subsequent enforcement action(s) and or recommendation(s) are 

the result of CNSC staff’s inspection. This section of the report has been structured to show the 

link from the initial inspection finding to the resulting enforcement action or recommendation as 

shown below: 

• compliance verification criteria used to identify the deficiency 

• a description of the observed deficiency 

• an analysis linking the compliance verification criteria or regulatory requirement to the 

observed deficiency 

• detailed compliance action requiring the licensee to address the deficiency 

The order in which findings are presented in the report does not indicate a ranking of their safety 

significance. 
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The Compliance Matrix used for this inspection contains the compliance verification criteria 

(CVC) used to assess and evaluate compliance with regulatory and licencing requirements during 

this inspection. The criteria in the Compliance Matrix have been identified to have either “Met” 

or “Not Met” the applicable requirement. 

A notice of non-compliance (NNC) is issued when a non-compliance with the CVC is confirmed 

through objective evidence obtained from reliable sources and based on verifiable facts. An NNC 

requires the licensee to take the necessary action(s) to correct the identifed non-compliance and 

respond with one of the following: 

• confirmation that compliance has been restored 

• a timeframe for restoring compliance 

• a timeframe within which a corrective action plan will be submitted 

CNSC staff may identify a recommendation as a written suggestion when there are opportunities 

for improvement based on CNSC experience and industry best practices. There is no obligation 

for the licensee to act on a recommendation. 

4.1 Safety and Control Area: Radiation Protection SCA – Radiation Protection Training 

Criteria 

• SRBT LCH (Rev 0), Licence Condition 7.1 

“The licensee shall implement and maintain a radiation protection program, which 

includes a set of action levels. When the licensee becomes aware that an action level has 

been reached, the licensee shall notify the Commission within seven days.” 

 

• SRBT Radiation Safety Program (Rev N) 

Section 4.3 Personnel Qualifications and Training in Radiation Protection 

Radiation Protection Training – Annual Refresher 

“All SRBT staff receive comprehensive Radiation Protection Training on an annual basis 

as a refresher, in order to ensure workers are informed of the risks, and can take 

appropriate actions to minimize and optimize their exposure to ionizing radiation.” 

Facts 

1. All staff receive annual refresher training at the same time. The facility closes for the day and 

the training is implemented offsite.   

2. Staff interviewed recalled receiving Radiation Protection training in December 2023. 

3. All annual refresher training records observed were up to date in 2023 with one exception.  

4. In discussions with SRBT staff, this worker was typically assigned to the coating area  

(Zone 1) and not in any of the tritium areas (Zones 2 or 3). The worker was deemed to not be 

a significant risk and it was decided not to schedule a refresher training for the worker at a 

later time. 
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Analysis/Findings 

During the inspection, it was observed that one worker did not attend the annual radiation safety 

refresher training in 2023. The Health Physics Manager was aware and decided not to retrain the 

one worker as it was a large effort for a low-risk individual. It was noted that the worker is 

assigned to the coating area and does not work with tritium as part of their daily duties. 

Furthermore, the worker had been an SRBT employee for a number of years and has received the 

refresher training multiple times in the past. 

CNSC staff note that the SRBT Radiation Safety Program calls for the provision of a 

comprehensive annual safety refresher training for all staff and management and that this 

observation is contrary to this requirement. 

As a result of this observation, the following non-compliance is raised: 

Compliance Action  

SRBT-2024-02-NNC01: SRBT shall review the RP training requirements established for all 

employees and determine if the frequency should be modified to ensure all workers are trained as 

per program expectations. 
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5. SUMMARY OF ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

ISSUED 

 

5.1 Enforcement Actions 

The following enforcement actions were raised as a result of this inspection. 

Notice(s) of non-compliance: 

• SRBT-2024-02-NNC01: SRBT shall review the RP training requirements established for 

all employees and determine if the frequency should be modified to ensure all workers 

are trained as per program expectations. 

 

5.2 Recommendations 

There are no recommendations raised as a result of this inspection. 

 

6. CONCLUDING STATEMENTS 

CNSC staff performed a Radiation Protection Inspection at SRBT in order to verify compliance 

with the NSCA, its associated regulations, the conditions of the licence and the LCH.  

As a result of this inspection, items of non-compliance with the criteria assessed from the 

Compliance Matrix have been identified. Therefore one (1) notices of non-compliance has been 

raised for SRBT to address.  The identified non-compliance is of a low safety significance and 

do not pose an immediate or unreasonable risk to the health and safety or persons or to the 

environment. 

SRB Technologies is requested to submit its corrective action for each notice of non-compliance 

60 days from the date the report was issued. The response must include corrective measures and 

proposed completion dates, including the date by which the corrective measure will be 

documented (if required), implemented, and verified for adequacy and effectiveness. 

CNSC staff extend their appreciation to SRBT for their assistance in conducting this inspection. 
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS  

 

CNSC Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 

GNSCR General Nuclear Safety and Control Regulations 

LCH Licence Conditions Handbook 

NNC Notice of Non-Compliance 

NPFD Nuclear Processing Facilities Division 

NSCA Nuclear Safety and Control Act 

NSRDR Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Regulations 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment 

PTNSR Packaging and Transport of Nuclear Substances Regulations, 2015 

RP Radiation Protection  

RPD Radiation Protection Division 

RPR Radiation Protection Regulations 

SRBT SRB Technologies (Canada) Inc. 

TIA Tritium-in-Air 
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APPENDIX B: SAMPLE RESULTS 
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